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His. If reality is one, Indra, Vayu, Yama, Rudra etc are all
certainly the names of the one God of universe. We worship
hundred different gods in hundred different ways, but we
are aware that essentially there is only one object of worship
and the same face is seen differently through hundered
coloured glasses.
The sages of yore had visions of that Reality and had
evolved techniques of meditation and worship, invoking
different mantras and symbolic idols represent various
aspects of the universal power. The most popular of the
Gods we worship is Lord Vinayaka, whose idols are found
in every house, every street corner, every village,
throughout the length and breadth of our vast country.
Through Mahayana Buddhism he has entered Tibet, China
and Japan. Vedas have extolled him in the famous hymn:
"Ganananthwa Ganapathigum Havamahe". Of the
upahishads he is invoked through (a) Ganapathupanishad,
(b) Ganesapurva tapinupanishad and (c) Ganesothara
Tapinupanishad. Adi Sankara Bhagavatpada has
composed several verses in praise of Him. No other god is
worshipped without first invoking Ganesa. Thus He
occupies the foremost place in the Hindu Pantheon.
Lord Ganesa is a symbol of the holy word OM. He
is light as feather (Krisa) and robust as an elephant (Sthula)
at the same time. He is the vanquisher of all obstacles and
evil forces. He is usually inactive but capable of dynamic
actions. He is the Lord of fulfilment (Siddhi) and intellect
(Buddhi). The whole universe is in Him.
The sages, sculptors and scholars could easily capture
his form symbolic of all attributes. His trunk is in form of
omkara. (Pranava Swarupa Vakra thundam). Though he
has an elephant's body, he is so light as to be carried on a
small mouse. To ward off obstacles and to supress evil
forces, he wields an Ankusa as his weapon. He represents
the inert energy of Muladhara at the very base, but once it